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LAST SUNSET IN SAN MIGU

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Which character did you relate to the most? The least?

2. Does the San Miguel setting feel like a character in the book?
Why or why not?

3. The novel’s characters all feel that somehow the place—magical
San Miguel—will make their dreams come true. Yet Hemingway
says in The Sun Also Rises, the novel that inspired this story, that
“You can’t get away from yourself by moving from one place to
another. There's nothing to that.” Do you agree or disagree and
why?

4. Everyone in the novel is chasing their own, personal last dream—to fulfill a long-time
fantasy, to make up for a life of disappointment, as a final chance to “get it right,” etc.
Like the bull's querencia, they want that satisfying moment that makes everything
before make sense. Do you have a last dream? Is there something that has
haunted/intrigued you, a career or aspiration about which you always wondered, what
if? If you don’t have one yet, what do you think it might be?

5. Discuss the character of Rob. Is he a narcissist? Or, like Robert Redford in The Way We
Were, an attractive, gifted man to which everything came easy (and then he believed
it himself). What do you think Rachel and Cyn see in him? And what does that say
about them?

6. Rachel is presented with both a past and a present love in the book, between Rob
and John. What may seem like an obvious choice to the reader is something she
struggles with. Discuss the type of love she has for both of them and how she tries to
understand it in the end.

7. Sylvia talks a great deal about the responsibility of an expat—that you can’t be a
“tourist,” you need to try to be of two worlds, though it isn’t really possible. And you
must give back. Do you agree? There's a lot of talk about leaving the United States
these days to live in Portugal, Mexico, or other countries. Do you think that's a realistic
option? Have you ever wanted to live in another country and become an expat? Why or
why not?
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8. From authentic poblano soup to emparedados, there's a lot of
food in the book, which is always a great way to enjoy and
experience other cultures. Did you feel like the food played a role
in the characters connecting with each other? In what way?

9. Juval speaks lovingly about the Day of the Dead and the tradition
of welcoming the spirits of loved ones back for a visit each year.
Whether taken literally or symbolically, what do you think this
tradition reveals about how we cope with loss, remember our

loved ones, and think about death? Is this something you can
relate to?

10. There are a number of tragic characters in the novel, and an equal humber who find
contentment. Do you feel it's an issue of realistic expectations or are their dreams more

or less viable? That there are those who can learn to belong and those who can't?
Discuss why or why not.

11. Rachel feels that her generation has a responsibility to take care of Tommy because
the Vietnam Draft Lottery could have drafted any of the men—Carl, John, even Rob—

and therefore any of them could have found themselves in his situation. It was luck of
the draw. Do you agree or disagree?

12. The characters in this novel feel that their time is running short and become desperate
for things to work out. Can you relate to this sense of urgency, either from your own

experiences or from those of people you know? Is it ever too late to pursue a last or
lifelong dream?

13. Do you think Rachel and John will stay together? Why or why not?

14. Like the Lost Generation, each of these characters has been wounded by life. Talk

about some of the wounds of the major characters, and even some of the minor ones.
What about Stephanie? Tony?

Learn more about Rita and Last Sunset in San Miguel at:

www.ritadragonette.com




NOTES FROM THE AUTHOR
ON THE CULTURE OF SAN MIGUEL

THE MOOD:

San Miguel is an arts center, filled with musical performances and salons of all
kinds. However, the soundtrack of the city is Mariachi—authentic music evolved
from indigenous folk tunes. You don't have to seek out this music in the city.
Musicians in authentic costumes will catch your ear virtually any hour of the day
in Centro or in restaurants. As you eat and converse, listen to the playlists below
and imagine your Book Club gathered at an al fresco restaurant, serenaded just
as you would be in San Miguel.

MARIACHI GAMA DE MEXICO RADIO
CLASICAS DEL MARIACHI SPOTIFY PLAYLIST

THE FOOD:

Bring the flavors of the book to your Book Club TLACOYOS DE FRIJOL Y
table with this beloved Mexican street-food classic. ~ REQUESON (BEAN AND

This basic recipe for the Tlacoyo is to be served in CHEESE TLACOYOS)
small "boats" of dough. You can personalize it with

any additions you might like. For a vegetarian

twist, try the version the characters enjoy in the

novel. Its ingredients are featured in the Tlacoyo

served at Tzuco, a divine gourmet Mexican

restaurant located in Chicago. Instead of a "boat"

they serve it as a spread with taco chips. Use the

basic recipe found at the link, but substitute/add

blue corn masa, black bean puree, haricots verts

(cut in small pieces). When combined it looks like

a black hunky spread. Top it with salsa crudo

(fresh, uncooked salsa), sour cream and queso

fresco, and dive into it with nacho chips. Heaven!

Never has a food looked different than how it

tastes. Sort of like the narrative in Last Sunset in

San Miguel. It takes place in paradise but is not Credit to Epicurious.com
heavenly for all. Enjoy! full recipe linked here



https://open.spotify.com/playlist/37i9dQZF1DX6EM3TTcpK4b?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/tlacoyos-de-frijol-bean-cheese-tlacoyos
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/37i9dQZF1E4xHHMQpOAFIK?utm_source=chatgpt.com&flow_ctx=68086c27-9c46-47ad-9ed2-bd74d8508bb1%3A1783377338
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