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4.  The issue of women’s friendship was a controversy during the Vietnam anti-war
movement, which preceded the women’s movement in United States history. It is
also a controversy in The Fourteenth of September. Does Judy form strong women’s
friendships, or is she, like so many women activists during the Vietnam period, a
handmaid to the political and social momentum created by the men in her circle?

5.  It’s said that the end of a novel is the beginning of the world that comes after the
story ends. What does the way the author wrote the conclusion say about the way
Judy’s brief but intense involvement with the anti-war movement will inform the
rest of her life?

6.  Veteran writers insist that every character in a novel has a secret. Talk about some of
the secrets kept by major and minor characters in The Fourteenth of September.
What is Michael’s secret? How about Lori? Does Vida, who seems so open, have a
secret as well?

7.  How is the issue of morality in the United States’ involvement in Vietnam played out
in the novel? How is an understanding of the USA’s role in Vietnam relevant to
young American readers as they consider their country’s involvement in
international conflicts?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

THE FOURTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER 

1.  Women of a previous generation were not combat soldiers, but
they were often in harm’s way. So how is Judy’s situation, given
the role she has agreed to play in the Vietnam conflict, the
same or different from the young men she knows who are
facing the draft?

2.  Is David a true philosophical leader? Is his commitment to the
anti-war movement really more a way for him to express his
own drama? Or is his nature explainable by the fact of his being
so young?

3.  Discuss the character of Wil. Wil is fatalistic about his chances
for survival. Is he doomed by fate, like his chosen namesake, or
by his own demons?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

8. Many young men who faced the draft for the Vietnam War
had fathers who were veterans of World War II or the Korean
conflict. Judy’s situation is unusual in that she’s a young
woman in conflict with her mother, who is a veteran. How do
you think the mother’s character was shaped by her
experience in what history considers a “just war” as opposed to
Judy’s experience as a protestor?

9.  Is there a current conflict involving the United States that
could end up “another Vietnam?” Are stories about conflicts in
which the United States did not play a glorious role as
important as those in which U.S. forces were heroes? Why?

Learn more about Rita and The Fourteenth of September at:
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10.  In some respects, Judy is very much a girl when she heads for college,
inexperienced and naive. How do you think her involvement in the anti-war
movement contributes to the character’s maturity? How does it shape her
future? What other events in this critical year make Judy the woman she will
become?

11.  Bonus! Test your lit knowledge. Do you believe that there is a literature of
anti-war novels, just as there is a literature of combat novels? What are other
novels that are like The Fourteenth of September for other wars? Would you
consider Doctor Zhivago to be an anti-war story? A Lake in the Woods by Tim
O’Brien? Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut? Hemingway’s A Farewell to
Arms?

THE FOURTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER 

THE FOURTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER CUSTOM SPOTIFY PLAYLIST

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/16dFEg3bR2tUQxg5L83Ucc?go=1&sp_cid=ca1bbd5913a96eb93cd55bb4beb3232c&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1&dlsi=32c309371e7c402a
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