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“A touching novel of expats and new beginnings later in life.” 
— Publishers Weekly BookLife 

 
 

For a Generation of Dreamers, This Last One Really Must Come True 
 
 

Everyone deserves a final chance to get it right…or 
do they?  
 
When successful executive coach Rachel Barnes loses 
everything after a wrenching betrayal by her husband, 
Rob, she flees to magical San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. 
At a bullfight, she is enthralled by the bull’s querencia—a 
serene moment of safety and strength just before his 
demise that is the pinnacle of his life. Inspired, she 
reinvents herself as the proprietor of a popular expat bar 
she calls La Querencia. 

 
If only her past hadn’t trailed her to San Miguel. First come ex-clients 
wanting to ride Rachel’s transformation coattails, followed by a cousin 
seeking to finally make something of himself. And then, three years after 
their divorce, Rob walks into La Querencia chasing his own mystifying 
makeover. As they all desperately pursue their last dreams, secrets flare, 
hearts break, and by the Day of the Dead fiesta lives hang in the balance. 
Rachel must decide how much of herself to continue to give to the people in 
her life—and, ultimately, if her true querencia really lies in San Miguel, and 
she must give up her dream and start over, yet again. 
 
With empathy, wit and an echo to the lost generation of Hemingway’s The 
Sun Also Rises, Dragonette’s Last Sunset in San Miguel explores the 
universal need to make the most of our dreams, while and if we possibly 
can. 

 
 

Available in print, e-book and audiobook formats wherever books are sold. 
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Rita Dragonette is a writer who, after a career telling 
the stories of others as an award-winning public 

relations executive, returned to her original creative 
path as a novelist, essayist, and literary salonnière. Her 
debut novel, The Fourteenth of September (She Writes 
Press, 2018), is based upon her personal experiences 
on campus during the Vietnam War. It has won more 

than 11 awards, in the areas of historical, literary, 
women’s fiction, and new fiction. Her second novel, Last 
Sunset in San Miguel (Greenleaf Book Group, February 
2027), is an echo to The Sun Also Rises about expats 
chasing their last dreams in San Miguel de Allende, 

Mexico. She is currently working on Violating the Prime 
Directive, a memoir in essays about roads not taken, 

and the Substack Thinkin’Bout My Generation. She lives 
in Chicago, where she hosts literary salons supporting a 

variety of organizations and showcasing authors and 
their new books to avid readers. 

 

 

To learn more, visit her online at: www.ritadragonette.com 

 
Connect: 

 
Instagram: @ritadragonette 

Facebook: ritadragonetteofficial 

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/rita-dragonette/ 

Substack: Thinkin’Bout My Generation 
 
 

Reader’s Group Guide available for book clubs 
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"Dragonette presents a host of characters who are both interesting and lovable. Woven into 

this examination of endings, new beginnings, and later-in-life revelations are compelling 
descriptions of nature and life in San Miguel: the Día de los Muertos fiesta, local folk art, 

and profound cultural insights…[A] touching novel of expats and new beginnings later in life. 
Great for fans of Kathleen Rooney’s Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk and Rachel Joyce’s The 

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry." —Publishers Weekly BookLife 
 

"Dragonette’s vibrant novel does a deft job of evoking San Miguel’s ex-pat scene and its 
transient, uncertain nature. The cliquish Americans, and their hesitant steps toward the 
larger culture, are dealt with in an emotionally resonant way, with unexpected intrigue. 

A smart, culturally informed novel about the desire to find a safe haven." 
—Kirkus Reviews 

 
"Told in Dragonette’s mature and natural wordsmithing, descriptions melt across the page in 
particularly lovely fashion...deeper than Under the Tuscan Sun, readers who enjoy stories 
set in different places with a pinch of spice and danger and romance will enjoy this novel. 
Last Sunset in San Miguel is a thoughtful and thought-provoking story about forgiving and 
realizing that we all need a little la querencia inside of us." —Windy City Reviews  

 
“About second chances and ultimate reckonings, Last Sunset in San Miguel is a compelling 

novel. The novel’s overarching question of what it means to have one last chance at 
meaningful experiences is poignant, especially as Rachel fears losing all that she worked to 

build... an arresting novel about a woman’s worries and hopes while she’s among fellow 
expatriates in Mexico.”—Foreword Clarion Reviews 

 
"Full of delicious plot twists about bonds and betrayals, romance and finance, and how no 

new beginning can ever be completely new." 
—Kathleen Rooney, author of Man Overboard! 

 
"Comic and tragic, Last Sunset in San Miguel delights with wry humor and an empathetic 

heart. I loved it." —Eileen Favorite, author of The Heroines 
 

"Dragonette transforms place into character, brings San Miguel de Allende’s vibrant tapestry 
of food, colors, architecture, culture to the page in lush detail—while introducing a complex 

cast of expats whose glorious flaws, psychic bumps and bruises not only require our 
protagonist Rachel’s attention but threaten the new life she's built. With nods to 

Hemingway’s “lost generation” of characters, Dragonette’s aging crew simply wants a place 
to settle, to live what is supposed to be the best part of their lives. But can you ever truly 

run away from your past?"  
—Christine Maul Rice, author of Swarm Theory and Sick Water 

 
“Authentic, earned, and deeply moving."  

—Jacquelyn Mitchard, author of The Deep End of the Ocean 
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“Dragonette’s storytelling squeezes out deep and rich human emotions—love, regret, 
longing, and personal legacy—through sharp dialogue full of hidden meaning and emotional 

weight.” —David W. Berner, author of American Moon 
 

“With bracing insight and sensitivity, this novel explores the thorny question of whether it’s 
ever too late to start over. Like a twenty-first-century companion to The Sun Also Rises, the 

novel follows compelling characters who confront the distance between the lives they 
imagined for themselves and the lives they’re actually living.” 

—Christine Sneed, author of Paris, He Said and The Virginity of Famous Men 
 

“An atmospheric story about a spirited American woman who opens a bar in San Miguel de 
Allende in Mexico to escape her past, only to be followed by a group of lost expats whose 

thwarted dreams and last chance for meaning threaten her new life."  
—Gioia Diliberto, author of Coco in Paris and Paris Without End 

 
 "If you are looking for a contemporary drama laced with romantic tension, a hint of 

mystery, plot twists, and suspense, Last Sunset in San Miguel by Rita Dragonette is a great 
pick." —Readers' Favorite  

 
"Dragonette’s writing is intoxicating and reflects the work of a well-read writer with a 

genuine love for language and story, character and place. It is a worthwhile testament to 
this writer's essence."  

—Bayo Ojikutu, award-winning author of the forthcoming Best Hope 
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